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 THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH TEXAS


DEPARTMENT OF ANTHROPOLOGY

Contemporary Middle East: Society, Culture & Politics
ANTH 4701, Thursday, 6:30 – 9:20, Chem. 325
Instructor: Dr. Mahmoud Sadri

Office hours: by appointment

Email: MSadri@mail.TWU.edu
Phone: 940 898 2061
 
Syllabus

Student Learning Outcomes:

Upon completions student will be able to: 
1. Gain a critical understanding of the contemporary Middle Eastern political culture.

2. Comparatively evaluate the evolution of the modern Middle East from traditional and early modern origins.

3. Competently apply conceptual understanding of the Middle East to actually existing cultural realities of Middle Easterners in diaspora.  
Method of Assessment:

· Objective 1 will be assessed by “weekly analysis of the Middle Eastern news” by teams of students who will lead discussions on current Middle Eastern affairs. These presentations will start on Week 3.  15%
· Objectives 2 will be assessed by weekly quizzes 50%

· Objective 3 will be assessed by “field research projects that involve both library and field research.  The topics may be individually chosen or assigned. The projects include library and field research sections.  They are due on the last day of the class and must be between 7 to 10 pages plus appendix and references.  Please see the end of the syllabus for further information. 25%. 
· Finally, attendance is required for assessing all of the above objectives.  Responses to questions concerning the materials covered each week will be recorded as part of the participation grades.  10%

Required Readings:

· –James L. Gelvin, the Modern Middle East. (MME for short)

· Readings posted on Blackboard or handed out in class
Explanation of the major Assignments: 
Field research Project: 
This project requires that you visit your site of interest.  You may pick any of the following sites, or you can suggest a site of your choice to the instructor.  You must observe and describe the site, conduct interviews, and (when appropriate) takes pictures. Your research site could be: 
· Churches, Mosques, synagogues, or other worship centers of populations from the Middle East

· Ethnic or Cultural centers from the Middle East

· Markets and restaurants
Your field research starts in a library where you sill glean information concerning your chosen subject matter.  Each research requires at least two research sessions.  

The final product will include 5- 7, typed, numbered, double spaced pages including the following sections: 
I. Title page (subject, the name, course number, instructor).
II. Introduction
III. Literature review (include page numbers and quotations)
IV. Research question(s) (what problems do you want to clarify)

V. Substance of the paper (includes subheadings.  )
VI. Conclusion and references

A Sample of local Middle Eastern Ethnic and Religious Minorities in Diaspora. 
Alawis, Akkadians, Armenians, Assyrians, Baha’is, Baluchis, Copts, Druze, Ismailis, Kurds, Marmites, Mizrachim, Orthodox Christians, Sabeans, Sephardim, Shiite Muslims, Sunni Muslims, Sufis, Zaidis, Turks, Nomadic communities, Yazidis. 

•
Papers are due on the Last day of class.
Weekly analysis of the Middle Eastern news
Students will chose a news source (radio, TV, internet, newspapers, etc.) and keep a log of Middle East related news for five days every week.  Starting from week 3, every week two students will present the news of the week and field questions from the class.  The quality of the logs and presentations will be assessed by the instructor. 
Weekly quizzes
There will be a short quiz every week. The quizzes cover both the textual content and the lecture from the previous session. 
Schedule of classes:

Week 1 
Section 1: Middle East: Migrations, formation of the modern map
Jan.17



Resources: 
 


Human Family Tree: 96 minutes (class viewing)
· Imperial history of the Middle East: (home viewing) www.stumbleupon.com/su/1VRyQX/www.mapsofwar.com/images/EMPIRE17.swf 
· 
· www.iranchamber.com/history/historic_periods.php" 
Iranian history: time line: (home viewing)
· www.iranchamber.com/history/historic_periods.php
 
· http://www.on-the-matrix.com/mideast/IranTimeline.aspx
· Egyptian history: time line: (home viewing)
· www.touregypt.net/ehistory.htm 
· Turkish history: time line: (home viewing)
· www.allaboutturkey.com/history.htm 

· Guns, Germs and Steel episode 1.  (home viewing) 

· Class discussion: History, Deep History, Historical Timelines
SECTION II. Advent of the Modern Age
Week 2 
 
Jan. 24

Rise of early modern powers

Readings: 
MME ch. 1, 2

Recommended: 

Seyed Hossain Nasr, Idea and Reality of Islam, Other sources: Mohammad Ayoub, Islam, Faith and Practice, Ervand Abrahamian, A History of Modern Iran; Marshall Hodgson, Rethinking World History: Essays on Europe, Islam and World History. 
Reflections notes from “Human Family Tree” due. 
Week 3 

Jan. 31
Middle East and the Global Order
Student news presentations start

Readings:

 MME ch.3, 4

Recommended: 
Francis Robinson, (ed.) Cambridge Illustrated History of Islamic World, El Zein, “Beyond Ideology and Theology: The Search for the Anthropology of Islam” in: Annual Review of Anthropology, vol. 6, 1977

SECTION III: Question of Modernity
Week 4 
 
Feb. 7

Imperialism and what it wrought
Readings: 
MME, ch. 5, 6, 7

Recommended:
Omran and Roudi, the Middle East Population Puzzle, Lindholm, “The New Middle 

Eastern Ethnography” in: J. Roy, Anthrop. Inst. 1995, Edward Said, Orientalism.
Week 5 
 

Feb. 14
Secularism and Modernity
Readings: 

MME, ch. 8, 9, 10

Recommended:  

Lois Beck, “Women among Qashqa’i Nomadic Pastorialists in Iran” in: Women in the Muslim World, Irons and Hudson, (ed.), Charles Kurzman, (ed.) Liberal Islam,

SECTION IV: World Wars and the Middle East
Week 6 
 
Feb. 21
Revolution and state building
Reading:
MME, ch. 11, 12

Recommended:  
Lutfiyya, “Islam and Village Culture”, Urban Immigrants and the Revolution” in: Iranian Studies, vol XIII, no.9 1980. Negin Nabavi, Intellectual Trends in Twentieth Century Iran: A Critical Study. 
Week 7 

Feb. 28
Nationalism and Conflict
Reading:

MME, ch. 13, 14

Recommended:  
Lapidus, Muslim Cities in the Later Middle Ages, V. F. Costello, Urbanization in the Middle East, Katouzian and Shahidi, (ed.) Iran in the 21st Century. 

Week 8 

March 7

Narrative film session

March 14 Spring break
SECTION V: Contemporary Era
Week 9 

March 21

Autocratic state


Reading: 

MME, Intro and ch. 15, 

Recommended: 
Calfano, (ed.) Assessing Mena Political Reform; Kamalipour (ed.) Media, Power, and Politics in the Digital Age; Deborah Gerner, Understanding the Contemporary Middle East.  

Week 10 
 

March 28
Oil and the West
Readings: 

MME, ch. 16, 17

Recommended: 

Dale Eickelman, The Middle East and Central Asia. Melani McAlister, Epic Encounters: Culture, Media, and U.S. Interests in the Middle East, 1945-2000.

SECTION VI: Current Times:

Week 11 

April 4

Uprising and Resistance
Readings: 
MME ch. 18, 19
Recommended: 
Albert Hourani, et.al. The Modern Middle East. Robin Wright, Dream and Shadows: The Future of the Middle East, Dona Stewart, The Middle East Today.

Week 12

April 11
End of an Era? 
Readings: 
MME Conclusion
Recommended: 
Nikki Keddie, “Is There a Middle East?” in Int. Journal of Middle Eastern Studies 4 (1973) 255-271; Carl Brown, “The Middle East: Patterns of Change 1947-1987" in: Middle East Journal, vol 41, no. 1, Winter 1987 

Week 13
 

April 18
Narrative Film session

Week 14

Wrapping up
April 25

Week 15

May 2 

Reading day. No classes

Disability Policy

The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking reasonable accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with a reasonable accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request reasonable accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of reasonable accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of reasonable accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. Students are strongly encouraged to deliver letters of reasonable accommodation during faculty office hours or by appointment. Faculty members have the authority to ask students to discuss such letters during their designated office hours to protect the privacy of the student.  For additional information see the Office of Disability Accommodation website at http://www.unt.edu/oda. You may also contact them by phone at 940.565.4323.
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